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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN LAUNCHES
SOCIAL SECURITY EDUCATION INITIATIVE

Intervention Seeks to Bring About Greater Empowerment, Financial Security, and Awareness

Washington, DC—June 16, 2006. The National Council of Negro Women is pleased to announce the launch of a national Social Security education initiative.  With generous support from the Ford Foundation, NCNW plans to disseminate vital information about Social Security to African American women across the country by mobilizing leaders through its local network and affiliated national women’s organizations.

“African American women are information leaders in their families and communities,” said Cheryl R. Cooper, NCNW Executive Director.  “NCNW seeks to leverage women’s information networks to increase knowledge about Social Security and its importance to African American families.” 

Although Social Security has faded from the headlines, fiscal pressures brought on by the looming retirement of the baby boom generation are sure to guarantee that the subject remains at the forefront of national debate for years to come.   As a result, NCNW is committed to increasing African American women’s understanding about the importance of Social Security and options for reform.  

“Social Security plays an important role in the financial security of many African American women and their families,” said Dorothy I. Height, NCNW President Emeritus.  “We must ensure that these women are fully educated about how Social Security works so that they can make informed personal decisions while maintaining a voice in discussions about the future of the program.”

Founded in 1935, the mission of the National Council of Negro Women is to lead, develop, and advocate for women of African descent as they support their families and communities.  With 39 national affiliates and more than 200 sections, NCNW reaches nearly four million women nationwide.
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